
Pneumococcal disease, which 
includes pneumococcal 
pneumonia, refers to a group 
of illnesses caused by the 
bacteria Streptococcus 
pneumoniae.

Common symptoms of 
pneumococcal pneumonia 
include high fever, excessive 
sweating and shaking chills, 
coughing, di�culty breathing, 
shortness of breath and chest pain.

Pneumococcal pneumonia 
can strike anywhere 
and anytime.

Vaccination can 
help to protect 
against some forms 
of pneumococcal 
pneumonia.

Adults aged 65+ face 
increased risk of 
infection due to 
age-related decline of 
the immune system.

Risk factors for pneumococcal 
pneumonia include diabetes, 
asthma, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD), and 
a suppressed immune system. 

Smoking can also increase risk.

Take a moment to appreciate each breath 
you take while you learn these important 
facts about pneumococcal pneumonia.

1
 Talk to your 
doctor about 

ways to minimise 
the risk.

3

2

5

4

6

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Pneumococcal disease. In: Hamborsky J, Kroger A, Wolfe C, eds. Epidemiology and Prevention of Vaccine-Preventable Diseases (The Pink Book). 13th ed.  
Washington DC: Public Health Foundation; 2015:279-296. http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/index.html. Accessed October 27, 2016.

• Mandell G, Bennett J, Dolin R. Mandell, Douglas and Bennett’s Principles and Practice of Infectious Diseases. 7th Edition. Streptococcus Pneumoniae. 2623-2642.

• Weinberger B, Herndler-Brandstetter D, Schwanninger A, et al. Biology of immune responses to vaccines in elderly persons. Clin Infect Dis. 2008;46:1078-1084

• National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute. How can pneumonia be prevented? Available at: https://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/health-topics/topics/pnu/prevention. Accessed October 27, 2016.

Pfizer New Zealand Limited, Level 1, Suite 1.4, Building B, 8 Nugent Street, Grafton, Auckland 1023. BCG2-H PRE0342. TAPS NA 8665 PP-PNA-NZL-0016. © Pfizer 2016


